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Anti-bullying programmes in schools and the wider community
	Overall case for retention
	Children consistently report that bullying is a concern for them.  Significant progress has already been made in embedding practice in local authorities and schools.  Losing momentum now would jeopardise the continual improvement of outcomes in children’s safety and health. Bullying is recognised as a priority for Local Safeguarding Children’s Boards and it is vital that this is maintained.
Levels of bullying correlate negatively with behaviour, attendance and achievement in schools.  
Continued investment in anti-bullying programmes will ensure:
· more accountable co-ordinated approaches at local level to tackle all forms of bullying - where impact is consistently measured
· improvements in co-ordinated approaches to tackling bullying in the wider community including youth provision, extended services, children’s homes and residential care, play and leisure and journeys - where impact is consistently measured

	Key facts
	· Bullying remains a significant concern to children and young people. Bullying was the main reason for children calling Childline in 2007/2008 (18% of calls).  A recent large-scale longitudinal study of 14-16 year-olds found that 49% of 14 year olds report being bullied.  (The Characteristics of Bullying Victims in Schools, NatCen 2009). The Tell Us 4 survey (NFER on behalf of Department for Children Schools and Families (DCSF), 2009) showed that 28.8% of children report having been being bullied in school in the last year (of those 23% bullied most days, 11% bullied every day). Over a quarter of the children surveyed reported that schools deal not very well or badly with bullying.  
· Bullying and educational outcomes. A survey for Beatbullying in 2006 found that over a third of truants stay away from school because of bullying. 
· The Longitudinal Study of Young People in England (DCSF, 2004-2006) showed that young people who reported being bullied had lower Key Stage 4 scores than other young people, were more likely to leave full time education at the age of 16, and were particularly likely to be NEET.  Tackling bullying is vital for the life and success of any school and community.
· Bullying and mental health
The Royal College of Psychiatrists confirm that bullying seriously affects a child’s physical and mental health (Royal College of Psychiatrists, Mental Health and Growing Up Factsheet, 2004)
· Disproportionate effect of bullying on children with SEN and disabilities, children in care and LGBT young people. Research carried out by Mencap in 2007 found that 82 per cent of children with a learning disability had been bullied (Bullying Wrecks Lives). A report from the Office of the Children’s Commissioner for England concluded that children with disabilities or visible medical conditions can be twice as likely to be bullied as other children (Bullying Today, 2006). In the biggest ever survey of LGBT young people, Stonewall found that 65 per cent had experienced bullying (The School Report, 2007), 
· Growth in cyberbullying
A large-scale longitudinal study of 14-16 year-olds found that cyberbullying, along with name-calling, was the most common form of bullying (The Characteristics of Bullying Victims in Schools, NatCen 2009)
· Sexual and sexist bullying
There is increasing concern about sexual and sexist bullying among children and young people.  Partner exploitation and violence is common in under 16s.  75% of girls report emotional violence, one in three girls and 16% of boys report sexual violence, and 25% of girls and 18% of boys report physical violence (NSPCC, 2009). 

	Legal/policy basis
	HM Government: The Coalition: our programme for government 2010 - We will help schools tackle bullying in schools, especially homophobic bullying. 
Education and Inspections Act 2006 – Headteachers have responsibility for preventing all forms of bullying among pupils

Working Together to Safeguard Children 2006 – Organisations working together to safeguard and promote the welfare of children including the prevention of bullying (11.39)
The Children Act 2004 – Staying safe Children and young people to be safe from bullying and discrimination

Education Act 2002 – local authorities, schools and further education colleges have duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of pupils

	Reputational risk
	Failure of Local Safeguarding Children’s Boards to protect children and young people from harm. Failure of Children’s Trusts to engage with children and young people about matters that most affect their lives
Potential litigation from children and young people and parents/carers alleging that LA or school negligence/neglect of duty to safeguard from harm caused them long-term harm.

	Link to inspection requirements
	National Indicator 69 – reducing the percentage of children who experience bullying
Ofsted revised inspection framework 2009 – evaluating wellbeing of pupils as a whole and the extent to which children feel safe

	Children’s trust partners that would benefit from retention
	Local authority Children’s Services (safeguarding, education (including schools), social care, youth and community services); CAMHS and third sector partners


