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	1. Title:   E-ngage – using a web based interactive activity to raise awareness of bullying with children and young people.

	2. Area (Local Authority and Region): Peterborough, Eastern region


	3. What was the issue? [100 words max]

Peterborough wanted to find an innovative way to involve children and young people in discussion about bullying, directly linking to the theme of anti-bullying week 2008, ‘Being different, belonging together’.

	4. What action was taken? [100 words max]

Nine Peterborough primary schools signed up to the E-ngage live web based interactive activity organised by the BRAVE (Bold, Resilient, Assured, Valued and Empowered)
Anti-bullying strategy group during Anti-Bullying Week 2008. Approximately 500 children took part in six 75 minute sessions.

The sessions provided the pupils with scenarios where they had to consider whether bullying was occurring and to think of strategies that might combat the bullying. The central story was around Olga a Polish immigrant who faced a group of girls targeting her in different ways. The sessions dealt with issues around disability, religion and cyber bullying, and included the use of quizzes, polls, questions and video excerpts.

The ICT control room in Peterborough was staffed by Police Officers, PCSO’s, our PSHE team, BRAVE group members and E-ngage staff remotely logged on from Warboys, Dundee & Southampton.

	5. What impact has this had (so far)?

Answers to the online polls showed students had a clear understanding of what bullying meant – 69% responded that bullying is “when someone does something to you that you don’t like more than once and on purpose”.

95.76% pupils reported that they knew more about bullying as a result of the E-ngage activity.



	6. How did the above action help to embed anti-bullying work in your area? [75 words max]

Reported incidents of cyberbullying have been lower since the E-ngage project, with 34.57% children reporting they have received a nasty text, compared to 43% the previous year. This is a positive sign that this work as part of the E-safety guidance is having an effect.

The BRAVE strategy group is continuing it’s support to schools, embedding the E-Safety guidance through opportunities like E-ngage as well as on-going support for anti-bullying work through SEAL,PSHE and work through the Anti-Bullying Alliance. The LA’s strategy – ‘Becoming Brave in Peterborough’ was launched to schools and partnerships in January 08 and this year the group has concentrated on strengthening our processes for dealing with anti-bullying. School’s have recently had the opportunity to produce a young person friendly version of the BRAVE leaflet as part of a competition. Design and distribution of these will form part of the celebration of good practice and work for next year’s National anti-bullying week.

	7. Additional information (OPTIONAL):

For more information contact:

Jackie Remnant-PSHE Coordinator ( Primary)

PSHE Team Peterborough City Council Children’s Services

Bayard Place

Broadway

Peterborough PE1 1FB

Jackie.remnant@peterborough.gov.uk 

01733 863928.








