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	1. Title: Consulting  with  children  and  young  people  about  bullying 


	2. Area (Local Authority and Region):North  Lincolnshire, Yorkshire  and  Humberside



	3. What was the issue?

The  local  authority  recognises  that  children  know  more  about  bullying  and  solutions  than  adults.  We  began  to  write  a  strategy  in  2006  but  before  this  in  Anti-bullying  Week  2005  we  held  a  conference  supported  by  the  Children`s  Fund  for  children  and  parents  who  felt  victimised  or  were  vulnerable.  Schools  and  voluntary  groups  nominated  attendees  and  we  were  inundated  with  requests  for  places.  All  professionals  gave  their  time  freely  and  we  had  fun  interactive  workshops  for  the  children (age  appropriate)  and  focus  groups  for  parents.  This  gave  us  some  key  messages  and  increased  membership  of  the  YABC (AB  group  run  by  young  people  on  voluntary  basis)  ten fold.  A  Parents’ Support  Group  was  formed  and  both  groups  are  flourishing. Members  advise  and  train  professionals  on  a  routine  basis.

	4. What action was taken? 

Anti-bullying  Challenge  Days  were  held  in  schools  and  surveys  completed  and  shared  with  AB service.

Garage  Patch  Kids (in  care)  advised on  a  policy  for  CiC  and  on  strategy.

Strategy,  Guidance  and  Procedures  and  Policies  - consultation  after  each  draft  section.

Creativity  Teens  formed  to  produce  posters,  surveys,  articles  in  press.

Smile  project  at  Frederick  Gough  School  supports  vulnerable  children  and  gives  them  a  voice.

YouthXpress  annually  holds  debates  in  council  chamber  and  bullying  been  a  key  area  for  lively  debate  with  elected  members  and   senior  officers.

Aiming  Higher  day  with  Y8s  from  special  school(as  requestedby  pupils)  met  with  Y8s  from  3  mainstream  to  look  at  bullying  and  hidden  disabilities  in  a  lively  workshops  led  by  specialist  teachers.

LSCB,  Anti-bullying  service  and  YABC  and  Parents  group  attend  summer  fairs  and  events  where  consultation  takes  place.

Drop  in  sessions  weekly  for  C&YP  to  discuss  bullying.  Helpline  and  website.

	5. What impact has this had (so far)? 
Adolescent  Lifestyle  Survey  demonstrates  reduction  in  fear  of  bullying.

Central  phone  number  for  advice  or  YABC  and  Parents` Group Drop In (attended  by  AB  Consultant)  means  more  young  people  and  their  parents  can  speak  about  problems  and  get  them  resolved.

Most  schools  realise  there  is  no  shame  in  having  a  bullying  problem  and  will  seek  guidance  if  difficult  to  resolve.  Trained  staff  in  schools  with  identified  AB  co-ordinators.

All  Secondary  Schools  have  Peer  Mentors  and  more  than  half  of  primaries  have  Buddies.

MENCAP  survey  used  in  special  school.  Analysed  to  show  risk   was  outside  of  school.

29  Diana  Awards   last  year.  Up  from  4 ,  3  years  ago.

Training  is  delivered  using  children  and  young  people.   

	6. How did the above action help to embed anti-bullying work in your area? 

The  widespread  consultation  with  children  in  schools  and  other  services,  including  the  voluntary  and  community  sector,  has  helped  to  shape  services  and  responses  to  bullying.  Clear  messages  to  tell  and  a  variety  of  in  school  methods  of  reporting  alongside  helplines  and  YABC.

A  police  survey  in  a  locality  identified  that  pupils  wanted  a  police  presence  PCSO  now  based  in  a  secondary  school  to  link  to  community.  

Excellent  multi-agency  attendance  at  conferences  and  training  both  locally  and  regionally”.BULLYING  IS  EVERYBODY`S  BUSINESS  IN  NORTH  LINCOLNSHIRE”

Most  schools  have  signed   the  anti-bullying  charter.

Able  to  identify  trends  ie  girl  gangs,  cyberbullying  and  safety  issues  and  address  them.

Esafety  strategy  and  cyberbullying  guidance  written  in  consultation  with  young  people.


	7. Additional information (OPTIONAL):

www.everynorthlincschildmatters.org.uk
info@creativititeens.com
YABC   07505077749

Parents`  Support  Group  mumcanihave1please@msn.com
www.binbullying.co.uk
youthantibullyingcouncil@yahoo.co.uk
Contact:

Chris  Stansfield-Anti-bullying  Consultant.  chrisstansfield@yahoo.co.uk
01652  653112/  07999861908








