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	1. Title:  Youth consultation triggers council re-think of anti-bullying practice


	2. Area (Local Authority and Region): Worcestershire, West Midlands


	3. What was the issue? [100 words max]

The county council decided to examine anti bullying work in every setting for which the council was responsible.

	4. What action was taken? [100 words max]

Following a youth consultation across the county, known as ‘The Big Questionnaire,’ led by the youth cabinet, a council scrutiny committee undertook a wide reaching programme of visits to schools and held meetings to hear evidence on bullying.

	5. What impact has this had (so far)? [100 words max]

The evidence from children and young people led to a complete review of arrangements for dealing with bullying in Worcestershire Schools, and has wider implications for all settings where the County Council had responsibility for bullying.

Their recommendations include:

· A county wide uniform web-based data collection system

· Free training for school governors

· New e safety security measures and further training re cyberbullying

· Monitoring of bullying of new migrant pupils

· Continuation of good anti-bullying work at transition stage and the development of work within clusters

· All schools recommended to consult with wider school community when drawing up or revising their anti –bullying policy and to forward a copy to their AB coordinator for regular review

· Schools are encouraged to display information on the Parent Partnership Service

· Sharing of good practice is recommended via Edulink and pyramid and cluster co-operation

· Links with neighbourhood policing teams and other local partners are encouraged in relation to dealing with incidents

· A teacher education day should be dedicated every two years to training on the school’s AB policy and measures to deal with incidents.

· Named governors should be appointed responsible for monitoring and evaluating anti-bullying measures as well as named member of staff to lead on anti  bullying work

· The authority strongly recommends that governing bodies implement the new powers relating to  pupils’ behaviour beyond school gates

	6. How did the above action help to embed anti-bullying work in your area? [75 words max]

The learning is being disseminated to all settings for which the County Council is responsible and the recommendations will now go forward.

	7. Additional information (OPTIONAL):

For further information contact:

Adrienne Katz (ABA Regional Adviser, West Midlands): akatz@youthworksconsulting.co.uk








